
When answering word meaning 
questions: 
 
Locate the correct section of text and read 
the sentences surrounding the word or 
phrase you are focusing on. 

• Try to work out the general meaning or 
context of the section of text. 

• Focus on the specific word or phrase – is 
it a familiar word? Have you come across 
it before and in what context? Is it similar 
to any other words? 

• Use verbal reasoning and any other 
reading skills to try to deduce what the 
word could mean.  

• If you have been asked to explain the 
meaning, where possible, use your own 
words.

  Before answering

Remember – these questions will feature in 
both Unit 2 and Unit 3. 

1. Read the question carefully so you understand 
exactly what you are being asked to focus on. 

2. Underline the key words in the question to 
work out if you are being asked to focus on a 
specific word or phrase. 

3. Look at how you are being asked to answer – 
is it a multiple-choice question or do you have 
to write your own answer?  

4. Skim through the text to locate the area of the 
text where the word or phrase is located. 

Word meaning questions test a reader’s ability 
to: 

• locate words and phrases in a text

• read in context

• deduce the meaning of selected words and 
phrases

• use verbal reasoning skills.

QUESTION FOCUS: 

BE CAREFUL - If you are asked to explain the 
meaning of something, this is different to 
explaining what is implied.

 
Some candidates wrongly explain what the words 
or phrases imply or suggest. For example, if you 
were asked to focus on the meaning of the word 
‘turbulent’ you should not suggest that the writer 
is on an aeroplane and in trouble. Instead you 
should comment that this word means there is 
some conflict, confusion, or instability. 

  Examples of previous word meaning questions 

 
Unit 2: Explain in your own words what is meant by a ‘three-day emergency food 
supply’.                                                                           [1]                                                                                                                              

Unit 2: Edwina Curry uses the phrase, ‘a stick to beat the government’. Explain what 
she means.                                                                        [1]

Unit 2: This blog refers to ‘long-term issues’. What does this mean? Tick the correct 
answer:                                                                               

problems that occur over an extended period of time      ☐ 
problems that occur during school time        ☐ 
problems such as addiction and alcoholism       ☐ 
problems that lead to emergencies                                                               ☐ 
              [1]

Unit 3: What is meant by the writer when she refers to a secluded location?      [1]

Unit 3: Explain what is meant when the writer refers to ‘sedentary time’.

time when you are active 
time when you are bored 
time when you are dynamic 
time when you are inactive

Unit 3: In text B, the writer states that ‘tiny particles contaminate our soil and 
water.’ What is meant by the word ‘contaminate’?

Checklist for improving responses: 

Multiple choice: 

   Have you carefully eliminated all credible distractors?   
 
  Have you made your final selection clear? 

 
Written responses:  
 
  Have you focused on just what is meant?  
 
  Have you used your own words as much as possible?  

Multiple Choice Questions 

• For these questions you will be given 
four or five options to select from.

• There will be only one correct answer.

• There will be a range of credible 
distractors (definitions that are quite 
close to the actual answer).

• You should clearly tick the correct 
answer.

• If you need to change your answer, make 
the correction clear.

• Never tick multiple boxes.

• If working through and eliminating 
incorrect answers, make sure you can 
still read them in the event that you 
change your mind.
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