
Exposition Writing 

 Before Starting:

1. Make sure you know enough 
about the topic you are going to 
discuss.

2. Think about what you may have 
learned from the reading part of 
the exam. Has this:

• added to your knowledge?

• given your more ideas that you 
can pursue?

3. Have a clear idea of what you 
are going to write about and the 
direction you are going to take.

 Expository writing aims to:

• explain your personal ideas

• explain things in a way that helps 
the reader to understand.

 A formal tone will be needed.

This is because you are writing to an 
unknown audience. You will need to 
be respectful and avoid being over 
familiar. 

Avoid contractions (e.g. don’t should 
be do not and won’t should be will 
not) and slang.

 Planning:

Introduction
• State aims/purpose of essay. Use words from 

the question to help.

• Engage your reader with interesting initial 
detail (e.g. evidence/fact/quote).

Main points
• Think of three or four main points that you are 

going to cover.

• Write each one down.

• For each point think about how you are going 
to explain and support what you say.

• Consider how you will link each one to the 
next. 

Conclusion
• You will need to make a final statement.

• Make it relate to your initial aims.

• Try to end in a way that keeps your reader 
interested in the topic.

 TOP TIP: Detail:

For the highest marks, you must show you can 
expand on your ideas. e.g.:

Don’t just say:
“People need to be more active or they will make 
themselves ill later in life.”

Do say:
“Being more active is essential for health and well-
being throughout our lifetimes.  Those who do 
not maintain their fitness are far more likely to be 
plagued by a wide range of illnesses such as diabetes, 
heart disease and high blood pressure.”

 Examples of previous exposition questions:

“It’s essential that more people are more active, more often.” 
Write an essay to explain how far you agree with this view, giving clear 
reasons and examples.

Famous chefs such as Jamie Oliver and Mary Berry have spoken publicly of 
the need for better food and better education about food in schools.  
Write an essay to explain your views on this subject, giving clear reasons 
and examples.

“Young people are selfish. They should all be made to volunteer to help 
others.” 
Write an essay to explain your views on this subject, giving clear reasons 
and examples.

NHS Wales staff, such as doctors and nurses, provide excellent service in 
difficult circumstances. 
Write an essay on this subject, giving clear reasons and examples.

Write an essay explaining why charity is important, giving clear reasons 
and examples.

Checklist for improving your writing:

 Have you written with clear expression and presented your ideas in a 
way that does not confuse?  

 Have you used task-focused and interesting content?

 Have you used techniques to engage and interest your reader?

 Have you developed your ideas in sufficient detail?

 Have you structured your work carefully and logically?

 Vocabulary ideas:

firstly, for example, furthermore, the evidence suggests, the main reason, 
in addition, this effects, finally, therefore, moreover, although, 
consequently, for instance, because of this, in conclusion.


