
Slug area: 

 Planning:

Imagine you have been asked to complete 
one of these tasks.

Step 1: Do you broadly agree or disagree 
with the statement/topic? Think about 
why.

Step 2: Spend a couple of minutes jotting 
down your views/ideas on the topic. 

Step 3: Number or group together 
your ideas (these will become your 
paragraphs). 

Step 4: Briefly consider the language you 
will use to convey your opinions. Think 
about any details that you may wish 
to include from the reading sources to 
strengthen your arguments.  

Step 5: Begin your writing. Make sure 
you establish your views clearly in your 
introduction. Include plenty of detail in 
the supporting paragraphs and include a 
brief conclusion in which you summarise 
your ideas and give your overall view.  

 Before Starting

1. Spend a moment to reflect on the topic 
and materials you have read. 

2. Decide what your viewpoint is on the 
topic. Try to be clear in your view – 
ambivalent or uncertain writing will 
be less convincing. You can use a 
counterargument. 

3. Check the format of your writing. 
Argumentation writing may include 
formats such as: a letter, an article or a 
talk. 

 Argumentation writing aims to:

• Present a view on a given topic, idea or 
theme.

• Support opinions with relevant details 
or evidence.

 A formal tone is usually adopted

in argumentation writing as it is important 
to convince your reader that your opinions 
are credible and reliable.

 Try using a counter argument:

A counter argument is when you acknowledge the opposing side of the argument but 
use it to make your point even stronger. By using this technique, you have been able to 
counteract what the opposition might say.

‘Although some students waste time during the day playing on their gadgets, most of us only use 
them when directed and to enhance our learning in the classroom. A mobile phone can have a 
multitude of learning benefits such as…’

 Examples of previous argumentation tasks:

‘Teenagers spend too much time on their gadgets and not enough time 
sleeping.’ 
Write a lively article for your school or college giving views on this topic. 

Your headteacher plans to ban mobile phones and social media use for 
students while they are in school. You feel strongly about this proposal and 
decide to write a letter to your headteacher giving your views on this matter.

‘Increasing litter levels suggest we have lost all pride in our beautiful country’. 
Prepare a talk for your classmates in which you give your opinions on this view.  

‘Plastic is one of the biggest problems faced by our planet. Why would we use 
something for a few minutes that has been made from a material that’s going 
to last forever?’ 
Write a letter to the newspaper giving your views on the use of plastic. 

Prepare a talk for your classmates in which you give your views about 
swimming. 
Write down what you would say. 

 TOP TIP: Use powerful language when giving your views:

disgusted	 	 horrified	 	 outraged	 			 
disillusioned dismayed     alarmed

admire   applaud  commend  
approve  recommend compliment

Checklist for improving your writing:

 Have you been confident? People will be more likely to believe your opinion. 

 Have you made your arguments clear?

 Did you support your arguments with valid and sensible reasons? 

Writing to Argue 


