
Extract from response to task: Using integrated linguistic and literary approaches, explore how Ashworth presents being a teenager in the 1980s 
Firstly, in chapter 11, on pages 183 to 184, Ashworth gives the reader an insight into Andrea’s rebellious attitude as a teenager by her decision to associate 
with Wendy’s group of rebellious teens. In particular, Ashworth uses the abstract noun ‘excitement’ regarding Wendy’s attitude to showing up and staying out 
after midnight. Her own conflicting feelings are shown by being “thrilled yet terrified”, with the stative verbs possibly exemplifying the range of emotions that 
teenagers face during puberty and adolescence.  Nevertheless, this part of the memoir also signifies that being a teenager in Manchester in the 1980s was 
a dangerous reality, through Ashworth’s description of the surroundings, especially by using the noun phrase “underground drain”, suggesting a threatening 
environment, and by the minor sentence “two girls alone”. The plural noun “girls” implies that there was still an issue of gender during the 1980s, as the 
patriarchal society didn’t collapse under Margret Thatcher’s government, despite her best efforts to role model as the first British female prime minister. 
Sexism was alive and well, with adolescent girls feeling vulnerable on Manchester streets, with the post-modifier ‘alone’ reinforcing this. Whilst these ideas 
are typical of teenagers not only in the 1980s Manchester, but also during our own modern age, Andrea’s lie and hyperbolic language in “my mum’ll kill me” 
implies that she is uncomfortable with conforming to the stereotypical teenage role. Alternatively, it could suggest that she craves a more ‘normal’ family life, 
in which her mother cares for her welfare.

Success criteria:
AO1 Terminology      AO2 Quotations+comments on meanings     AO3 Analytical link to context, i.e how does context influence text?

Also notice:
Adverbials to introduce ideas Speculative and tentative language Alternative readings where possible   Embedding of quotations   

Using integrated linguistic 
and literary approaches, 
explore how Ashworth 
presents…
Violence
Family 
relationships
Education/
learning
Crime/Criminal behaviour
Different types of friendship
Home
Authority
Being a teenager
Poverty
Male/female relationships

Some key themes

Introduction: include key word(s) 
from the question. Outline a line of 
argument.
Paragraph 1: Select a key episode. 
Analyse several quotations using 
the Statement-Evidence-Analysis 
approach. Include analysis of 
dramatic/performance features. 
Embed context.
Paragraph 2: Further key episode. 
Make links with previous paragraph. 
Embed context.
Paragraph 3: As for Paragraph 2.
Paragraph 4 (if time or if necessary): 
As for Paragraphs 2 and 3.
Conclusion: Return to key word(s) 
from question. Explain how line of 
argument has been proved.

Suggested essay 
structure
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Poverty; domestic 
violence; gender; 
crime; social class; 
comprehensive 
education; racism; social 
hierarchies; employment 
and unemployment; 
Thatcherism; popular 
culture; community; 
family

Key contextual 
ideas (AO3)

AO1: Terminology: written 
expression 
(20 marks)
AO2: Meanings
(15 marks)
AO3: Context
(25 marks)
Total 60 marks=60 minutes

Key Words from 
Assessment Objectives

Adverbials; stative/
dynamic verbs; common/
proper/concrete/ abstract 
nouns; adjectives; 
pronouns; simple/
compound/complex/
minor sentences; noun 
phrases; connotations; 
similes/metaphors/
personification; 
alliteration; declaratives/
imperatives/
interrogatives/
exclamatories

Key Linguistic/
literary terms (AO1)


