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Key concepts

• Malaikah (angels) as a key belief in Islam, Malaikah as intermediaries for 
God. The nature and purpose of angels and specific roles of some angels in 
particular: Jibril, Mikail and Israfil.

• Akhirah (the Day of Final Judgment) as a key belief in Islam; God as Judge, 
and the significance of events from the last trumpet onward. Akhirah as 
underlining the meaning and purpose of life: submission and reward.

Key quotes
‘Verily the tree of Zaqqum Will be the food of the Sinful, –
Like molten brass; it will boil in their insides.
Like the boiling of scalding water.’ 
(The Qur’an, Sura 44:43-46, Yusuf Ali)
‘Verily the Companions of the Garden shall that Day have joy in all that they do; 
They and their associates will be in groves of (cool) shade,
reclining on Thrones (of dignity); 
(Every) fruit (enjoyment) will be there for them; 
they shall have whatever they call for.’ 
(The Qur’an, Sura 36:55–58, Yusuf Ali)
‘He has let free the two bodies of flowing water, meeting together: 
Between them is a Barrier, which they do not transgress.’
(The Qur’an, Sura 55:1, Yusuf Ali) 
‘The angels, then, act as the interface between God and man. … Angels are there 
not because God needs them, but because we need them’. (Turner)
‘According to the principles of justice, punishment is of course awarded where 
a reprehensible act is committed willfully. Man reaps the result of his deliberate 
actions.’ (Turner)

Issues for analysis and evaluation
Key questions, arguments, and debates

1. Whether the Day of Final Judgement inspires fear or faith? 
Thought of judgment and accountability affects the intentions and actions 
of Muslims who want to achieve eternal life in heaven. Whether this is mostly 
through hope of salvation or fear of damnation is open to evaluation. Some 
argue that it should be neither: that this is God’s choice and Muslims should 
focus on belief in God more than fear of faith in the afterlife.

2. The extent to which the concept of Malaikah (angels) is essential for Islam. 
Perhaps to inspire confidence in the authenticity of the Qur’an; but for others 
perhaps the Qur’an itself and the person of Muhammad are more the focus.

• Events leading to the day include descriptions of terrible times, fires, 
plagues, destruction then the appearance of a figure known as dajjal to 
bring destruction. The Mahdi re-appears and Isa (Jesus) returns to earth to 
destroy the dajjal, uniting the world in a short reign of justice and peace 
before the final hour.

•  On the Day of Final Judgment, the physical resurrection of the body occurs 
as all return to life to face judgment. Those who pass over the narrow bridge 
enter eternal life in paradise; others are sent for punishment in hell. But only 
Allah knows who and some who may have led bad lives may be forgiven, 
due to the mercy and compassion of God.

• There are many descriptions of heaven as a place of sweet-smelling gardens, 
waterfalls, wine, virgins, fruits and pleasure. Hell is full of burning coals, pain, 
anguish and torture. 
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• Malaikah (angels) are essential in Islam to deliver messages to prophets, 
through angel Jibril. Sine God is unseen, a mechanism was necessary to 
deliver holy books. The miraculous experiences of prophets helped convince 
people of the authenticity of the revelations.

• Angels watch over Muslims, providing protection, sustenance and rainfall to 
help crops. Muhammad received protection of angels. The angels, however, 
had no free will themselves and were following Allah’s orders.

• Angels had particular roles. Israfil blows the trumpet to herald the events 
leading to judgment; Munkar and Nadir question souls in the grave; Mikail 
guards’ humanity. 

• The recording angels watch over a Muslims left and right shoulders to 
record their deeds, good and bad, and report on them at judgment to Allah.


