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Walnut Tree Forge
– by John Tripp –

John Tripp was born in Bargoed in 1927 and grew up in Whitchurch, Cardiff. His father, 
Paul Tripp, worked as a blacksmith at the Oak Tree Forge in Taff’s Well, which he ran 
until the building of the A470 bypass in 1969. John left Whitchurch Senior School and 
completed a course at technical college before being appointed to the position of 
junior clerk at the BBC in Cardiff. 

A

The biographical details above show a name change from Oak Tree Forge to Walnut 
Tree Forge, but the autobiographical nature of the poem seems clear. The son could 
be considered lazy, but the reference to a ‘golden time’ perhaps places the emphasis 
in the poem on the happiness and relaxation rather than on a judgement on his (own) 
character.

B

The strength and the skill of the father are referred to, but also the disapproval of 
handlers pampering animals rather than using them efficiently for their work purpose. 
The words ‘shifting and fret’ hint at the difficulty of the task he has with the shire horses. 

C

For some learners it could well be worth showing a photograph of a kingfisher to 
emphasize its ‘blue-green’ colour. 

Even better if a short film can be shown of a kingfisher fishing, to emphasize the ‘streak’, 
for example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CsyenHROSE. Learners may also 
discuss why the hole in the bank is ‘fish-boned’.

D

The pampering by others could be seen to make the handling of the horses more 
difficult for the father. However, ‘cockade’ and ‘gloss’ could hint at a positive side for the 
‘pampered’ horses. Some idea of the size, handling, grooming and even ‘pampering’ of 
shire horses may be obtained from: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNm5fUOEkOI
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It may also be worth showing a photograph of a shire horse being exercised by running 
with it.

E

Opinion is free, but learners need to justify their choice (or combination of choices) with 
close reference to the text. It should not be suggested in any way that a single answer 
will necessarily do justice to the poem as a whole.

F

It may be worth ending an initial exploration of the poem with this question, focusing 
as it does on the more nostalgic element of the poet’s memory of his childhood at his 
father’s forge by the River Taff.
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