
English

Developing narrative writing

Summary sentences
1.

An empty road at the edge of the countryside on a winter night. The last lights before the
town are flickering in places and the darkness envelops the spaces in between.

2.

The headlamps of a car appear in the distance and the snow flecks fill the beams. The
car slows down, starts to slide and finally stops at the side of the road. An adult figure
emerges from the driver’s door.

3.

Music can be heard from the car with the sound of voices arguing. The driver opens the
bonnet – there appears to be a problem with the engine.

4.

The driver speaks to the people in the car and the arguments stop. The cold is intense
and the engine will not start. Three others emerge and try to push-start the car but with
no success.

5.

They have succeeded only in pushing the car into the shadows between the flickering
street-lights. The car has now almost become lost in the darkness and the continuing
blizzard of snow that has worsened.

6.

The wind starts to howl through the trees that are set back only a few metres from the
road. The snow drifts are growing in size and the temperature drops still further.

7.

The four inhabitants of the car try to summon a signal on their phones. They have no
success. A mood of panic sets in as the cold starts to numb their bodies. They decide to
return to the car to try to regain some warmth.

8.

Over the next two hours the car is gradually buried in the snow. The lights in the car are
only just visible until, one by one, they are extinguished. Everyone has fallen asleep in
the penetrating cold.

9.

The road is indistinguishable from the footpaths and grass that borders the trees. The
shape of the car creates a slight indentation in the blanket of untouched snow that still
continually drifts through the night.

10. The police receive one of many emergency calls throughout the night. A group of young
people have not returned from a party. Their phones are not being answered. The police
explain that it is impossible to search for them due to the extreme weather.
11. While clearing the snow after the thaw, a snow-plough driver calls the police. He has
made a dreadful discovery.

