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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 152 9.4 3.2 15 62.5 92.7
1B 148 6.9 3.9 15 45.7 90.2
2A 15 8.1 4.3 15 54.2 9.2
2B 15 7.4 4.4 15 49.3 9.2
3A 51 8.5 3.8 15 57 31.1
3B 49 7.6 3.4 15 50.7 29.9
4A 35 8 3.4 15 53.1 21.3
4B 35 7.1 3.7 15 47.6 21.3
5A 76 8.3 2.9 15 55.2 46.3
5B 78 7.6 3.3 15 50.8 47.6
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AS LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES UNIT 1 JUDAISM

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Section B 
 
 
3. (a) Examine Jewish beliefs about the afterlife. [AO1 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Jewish beliefs about the afterlife form part of Jewish beliefs that the 


afterlife is part of the God's plan for human beings. Beliefs about life after 
death are part of Jewish eschatology - beliefs dealing with death, divine 
judgement and the afterlife.  


• Key to the Jewish beliefs about the afterlife is the concept of a Day of 
Judgement, on which there will be a resurrection of the dead. These 
beliefs are reflected in the practices and celebration of the festivals of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 


• An integral part of the Jewish belief in the resurrection is that human 
beings will be judged by God on this day and this will determine what 
happens in the afterlife. There is much debate in Judaism about the belief 
in resurrection; Maimonides claims the belief in resurrection is one of the 
Thirteen Principles of Jewish faith but the debate continues over the 
nature of a bodily resurrection. 


• Many Orthodox Jews maintain belief in resurrection of body and soul and 
this is reflected in prayers used at funerals and why cremation is not used 
as a burial custom. Reform Jews reject belief in bodily resurrection but 
accept a belief in immortality of the human soul. In the 'Pittsburg Platform' 
Reform Jews are committed to the concept of a belief in a spiritual 
afterlife. Reform Jews believe this concept has its root in scriptures. 


• There is reference in the memorial prayer of the dead that righteous souls 
may rest in the Garden of Eden and that others will go to Gehinnom, a 
place of torment. 


• The Hebrew term 'Olam ha-ba' is used to refer to 'world to come' which 
clearly indicates a belief in an afterlife. There are few references to what 
Jews believe in the Torah and many Jews would focus on how they live 
their daily lives now as being more important.  


• There are few references to the afterlife in the Torah but the concept of 
judgement and the afterlife is written in Hebrew Scriptures. In the Book of 
Daniel there is specific reference to a Day of Judgement, a resurrection of 
the dead and a judgment by God. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'Jewish beliefs about judgement and the afterlife are relevant for Jews 
today.’ 
Evaluate this view with reference to Judaism.  [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Jewish beliefs about both judgment and the afterlife are relevant for Jews 


today because belief in an afterlife is a key element of any religious 
tradition and belief in an afterlife helps give a meaning and a purpose to 
life. Beliefs about an afterlife are one of the most important elements of 
religious faith. 


• Many Jews prefer to focus on how life is lived in the present rather than 
worry about the future and because there are so few references to an 
afterlife in the Torah, their viewpoint is that it is better to focus on living a 
good life in the present. In this sense Jews focus on this life and ideas 
about the afterlife are irrelevant.  


• Some Jews would claim immortality is achieved through the good lives 
lived now and the positive memories created in the present in this earthly 
existence. In this sense beliefs about judgement and an afterlife are 
largely irrelevant. 


• There are many divergent views on judgment and afterlife. Many Jews 
have different views on ideas of heaven and hell, the resurrection of the 
body and the immortality of the human soul and because of this, beliefs 
about judgement and the afterlife are not relevant.  


• Due to the fact that many of these ideas may have their origin in Greek 
thought, Jewish ideas about the afterlife may be regarded as an 
assimilation of ideas from different cultures and as such are not 
particularly relevant to Jews today. There is little agreement between 
different Jewish groups about beliefs in the afterlife. 


• The idea of judgment remains relevant today. Many Jews regard this life 
as a prelude to an afterlife and that God will judge them on how they have 
lived this life. This is clear in the practices and celebration of Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as High Holy Days. Many Jews attend 
synagogue on Yom Kippur even if they do not attend for the rest of the 
year. The focus on God's judgement at Yom Kippur is particularly 
important and relevant. There is a sense of God's judgement in this life 
and the afterlife. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
 


  












 

Sticky Note

The opening paragraph is too long and is not credit worthy in terms of the demands of the question. The candidate would be better off  addressing the question set. 



 

Sticky Note

The second paragraph does not focus on the significance of rituals, which is the demand of the question, and simply records Jewish beliefs rather than rituals.



 

Sticky Note

The use of 'imperative' is an odd phrase to use.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate now begins to respond to the demands of the question. There is some unpacking of rituals; tashlich, the use of  white in clothes and in the synagogue, eating of sweet foods the blowing of the shofar. There is a lack of detail and no clear division of rituals performed at home and in a synagogue. 







 

Sticky Note

The response was awarded  Band 2 6 marks. It is a limited response with limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. It lacked depth and breadth and would have been improved if the candidate had spent more time addressing the demands of the question.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate appears to run out of time and does not unpack the reference to Pittsburgh. It is not clear the candidate understands the term 'spiritual development' and there is no clear link to the acknowledgement of sins and penitence. There is something credit worthy in the response with the idea of this life and spiritual development taking place but it is very weak. The response was awarded Band 1, 3 marks.  There is little clarity and coherence with a very basic analysis. There is little attempt to justify a view. 
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Sticky Note

The opening paragraph identifies there are a diversity of views within Judaism regarding the mitzvot and the impact this will have on the life style of Jews. It might be helpful for candidates in a question on diversity to include reference to and name the different Jewish traditions in the opening paragraph. 



 

Sticky Note

Useful demonstration the candidate  understands the meaning of the term 'mitzvot'; this is a correct approach in any part (a) question where knowledge and understanding of religion is required. 







 

Sticky Note

Correct reference from Exodus 19:6.The response unpacks the Orthodox view of the importance of the mitzvot and how there the mitzvot are a revelation from God. 



 

Sticky Note

Reform Judaism began in the 19th century not the 20th century but all marking is positive. 



 

Sticky Note

Many Reform Jews would also value studying the Torah in depth. 







 

Sticky Note

Correctly identifies that for some Reform Jews some of the mitzvot are outdated. Some examples of these would enhance the response. 



 

Sticky Note

There is no unpacking of what kosher means and why it may be outdated. There is no unpacking of the significance of the blowing of the shofar or where or when this ritual might take place. 



 

Sticky Note

Useful unpacking of the importance of the Hasidic Judaism. There is an unpacking of knowledge about Hasidic Jews and their view on the importance of the mizvot with an example. 







 

Sticky Note

The response was awarded Band 4, 12 marks. There is accurate and relevant knowledge included in the detailed response and it answers the specific demands of the question. There is a very good standard of clarity and coherence. There is a good use of examples to and correct use of specialist language.  







 

Sticky Note

A useful reference to the idea that the mitzvot are followed to different degrees by different Jews although the celebration of Pesach is not the best example to support this viewpoint. 



 

Sticky Note

There is some confusion in the use of this example. It is more likely Orthodox Jews would be less likely to use a car on the Shabbat. 



 

Sticky Note

Correctly identifies there will be different viewpoints within any tradition, so the inclusion of 'some' Reform Jews shows a maturity of understanding. 







 

Sticky Note

Use of key term; the idea of Kabbalah as a mystical tradition within Judaism needs to be unpacked. 



 

Sticky Note

Psalm 33:12 reference. Appropriate and relevant. 







 

Sticky Note

The response was placed in Band 4, 10 marks. There is a purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. There is a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. The different views which are given are supported by reasoning and evidence and there is accurate use of specialist language in the right contexts. 



 

Sticky Note

Very well expressed viewpoint offering an alternative view.  
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2019 MARK SCHEME 
 


Option C: An Introduction to the Study of Judaism 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Explain the diversity of views within Judaism with regards to mitzvot 
(commandments). [AO1 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• All Jews believe the mitzvot (commandments) are laws laid down by God 


to guide Jews on how they should best live their lives and these laws or 
rules are recorded in the Torah and the Talmud and valued by all Jews. 
Within Judaism there are diverse views about how far the mitzvot should 
be applied to modern life.  


• Orthodox Jews regard it as their duty to obey all of the 613 mitzvot 
because they are found in the Torah which they consider to be the direct 
revelation from God. This belief gives a unique authority to all of the 
mitzvot. 


• Orthodox Jews believe obeying all of the mitzvot sets the Jews apart and 
demonstrates their complete obedience to God in the covenant 
agreement. Keeping all of the mitzvot is regarded as an essential religious 
duty. Keeping the mitzvot is an expression of faith in God and the 
acceptance of the demands of the Covenant with God.  


• Reform Jews have a less rigid application of the mitzvot. Although Reform 
Jews regard the Torah as a divine revelation, it is viewed as a book open 
to interpretation and there is a need to re-evaluate the mitzvot within the 
demands and needs of contemporary society. The historical context in 
which these laws were introduced has changed and there is a need to 
adjust the mitzvot for life today.  


• Hasidic Jews are described as ultra-orthodox Jews and they practise all of 
the mitzvot, including rules about personal appearance. Hasidic Jews 
believe adherence to all of the rules is required at all time in any context 
because they provide for Jews an identity.  


• Hasidic Jews believe in the continual practice of 'devekut' or devotion to 
God and this is practised in all aspects of their daily lives through 
following all of the mitzvot. 


• Examples of diversity within Judaism regarding the practice of mitzvot 
would include: the keeping of kashrut with expectations about a kosher 
home and the way in which the celebration of Shabbat takes place, 
including the interpretation of prohibitions regarding the carrying out of 
work on Shabbat. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The concept of mitzvot is divisive within Judaism.’ 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• All Jews are unified in their belief in the concept of mitzvot and in this 


sense this is not divisive. Because all Jews believe in the divine revelation 
of the Torah which contains all of the mitzvot, all Jews value the 
importance of mitzvot as part of their Jewish identity and the guidance to 
the ways in which they should live their daily lives. 


• The concept of mitzvot is divisive because it divides Jews over the issue 
of divine and progressive revelation. Orthodox Jew believe in divine 
revelation where the mitzvot must be followed in a complete way. Reform 
Jews, however, believe in progressive revelation where the mitzvot are 
open to some interpretation. This may lead to a division between the 
'traditional' and 'progressive' viewpoints and a perceived division within 
Judaism.  


• The concept of mitzvot may be regarded as divisive because it means 
there are different forms of practice taking place within a religion, such as 
the extent to which kosher is practised at home and at large. Some Jews 
would regard differences in practice as a division while other Jews would 
celebrate these differences as an integral part of religious development 
and the necessary adaptations for living as a Jew in contemporary 
society. 


• It may be regarded as divisive if one branch of Judaism believes they are 
more religious or more devout than another. Some Jews would claim 
different concepts of mitzvot are necessary for living in an increasingly 
secular society and that compromise is necessary. Any claim to being 
more religious or more devout would divide the religion.  


• The perceived division is not valid. In reality the interpretation and practice 
of the mitzvot are a guide for how any Jew chooses to live according to 
the varying needs of individuals and practices. 


• The concept of mitzvot is an important part of Jewish identity and different 
viewpoints regarding mitzvot may be expressed, but it is only one part of 
Jewish identity. There is no disagreement over the viewpoint that in order 
to be Jewish, a person must be born of a Jewish mother. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option C – An Introduction to the Study of Judaism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


 
a) Examine Jewish beliefs about the afterlife. [15]


b) ‘Jewish beliefs about judgement and the afterlife are relevant for Jews today.’
Evaluate this view. [15]


0 3












 

Sticky Note

The candidate's answer responds immediately to the demands of the question and makes a very good start with a reference to the Hebrew term 'Olam ha-ba'.



 

Sticky Note

Correctly identifies few references to beliefs in the aftelife contained in the Torah. 



 

Sticky Note

Correct use of specialist term. 



 

Sticky Note

Repeated statement about few beliefs recorded in the Torah. 



 

Sticky Note

Answer would be enhanced with reference to Orthodox and Reform Jews. 



 

Sticky Note

Concise explanation of Jewish eschatology. 







 

Sticky Note

Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief and awarded Band 3, 9 marks  -  a satisfactory response.  It would have achieved higher marks with reference to the diversity  in belief within the different traditions of Judaism and more detail in the exposition of beliefs. 



 

Sticky Note

Implied reference to the Day of Judgement,  but not explicitly stated.



 

Sticky Note

There is no need to rewrite the question statement at the start of the answer. 



 

Sticky Note

There is some indication of why beliefs in judgment and afterlife are relevant today.







 

Sticky Note

The response was awarded Band 2, 6 marks. There is some valid analysis with basic attempts to justify the views given. Some accurate use of specialist terms and some coherence. There is some repetition of 'knowledge' content form the part (a) response. 



 

Sticky Note

An alternative viewpoint expressed, but limited in content. A very general response. 
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option C – An Introduction to the Study of Judaism


 a) Examine the significance of the rituals of Rosh Hashanah. [15]


b) ‘The regular acknowledgement of sins and penitence is an admission of failure in
spiritual development.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Judaism. [15]
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4. (a) Examine the significance of the practices of Rosh Hashanah. [AO1 15] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Because Jews believe God judges people on this day and writes their 


names in one of three books (e.g. the Book of Life, the Book of Death) the 
festival is celebrated with a time of preparation before the festival begins. 
Jews recite prayers for forgiveness, selichot, a month before to allow 
Jews a time of self-reflection and self-examination. On the eve of Rosh 
Hashanah a sermon is preached by a rabbi to the synagogue community.  


• Traditionally Jews wear white during the festival, as a symbolic way of 
attempting to appear clean before God on this Day of Judgement. Another 
way in which this is expressed is for white covers to be placed on the ark, 
bimah and lectern in synagogues. 


• The siddur is replaced with a special prayer book, the machzor, which 
contains additional themes used during High Holy days. These are: 
malkhiyot or 'Kingship’, zikhronot or 'Remembrances' and shofarot or 
'shofar blasts'. These additional prayers focus on God who judges the 
world. The Amidah is recited with some amendments. 


• Jews exchange a blessing with each other, 'May you be written down for a 
good year' in the hope that God will judge each person justly. The writing 
down of names in the Book of Life is completed on the festival of Yom 
Kippur which follows Rosh Hashanah.  


• One of the most important practices is the blowing of a shofar, a ram's 
horn trumpet, in the morning synagogue service. During this time one 
hundred notes are blown from the shofar. The practice is recorded in the 
Book of Leviticus and part of the purpose is to call Jews to repentance.  


• At home there are a number of practices. Challot are eaten but the loaves 
are traditionally round rather than plaited. The roundness represents the 
cycle of the year and a crown, as God is the king of the whole world. A 
pomegranate may be consumed as a new fruit and it traditionally said to 
contain 613 seeds, as a representation of the 613 mitzvot. In the hope of 
a sweet year apples dipped in honey are also eaten. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'The regular acknowledgement of sins and penitence is an admission of 
failure in spiritual development.’ 
Evaluate this view with reference to Judaism. [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• The regular acknowledgement of sins and penitence is not an admission 


of failure in spiritual development. This is because the two aspects of 
repentance from sin and penitence, followed by atonement as an integral 
aspect of Judaism, are an essential catalyst to any spiritual development.  


• The provision of an annual time for Jews to reflect on sin and be penitent 
at the festivals of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur helps provide a 
regular time and space for self-reflection and spiritual development. This 
has an impact on personal spiritual development and within a Jewish 
worshipping community. The regular annual acknowledgement actually 
provides a regular focus and may help spiritual development.  


• It is not possible to have spiritual development without a focus on sin and 
penitence as both are part of a human need to reflect on past deeds and 
the human need to say sorry and start again. Rather than be an 
admission of failure it provides a positive and practical way to develop 
spiritually.  


• Over focus on sin may lead to a stagnation in spiritual development 
because many Jews attempt to live devout lives based on the 613 
commandments and endeavour to have God at the centre of their lives. 
There is a realisation that God alone is perfect but that human beings 
must try to live out their lives in a practical way based on the covenant 
relationship with God. 


• In terms of spiritual development it is important for Jews to acknowledge 
human failings through sin. Penitence is a practical way of rebuilding a 
relationship with God and allows Jews to develop spiritually. Jews believe 
that it is God alone who is perfect. Human beings fail in their actions and 
thoughts and acknowledgement of sin, followed with penitence, allows 
human beings to start again.  


• It is the non-acknowledgement of sin which is the way in which spiritual 
development does not take place or if penitence expressed is not genuine 
because this might not put God at the forefront of Jewish life.  


• Acknowledgement of sin develops a sense of humility and is a positive, 
rather than negative experience, which provides Jews with the opportunity 
to live out a renewed life within the covenant relationship with God. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option C – An Introduction to the Study of Judaism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


 a) Explain the diversity of views within Judaism with regards to mitzvot
(commandments). [15]


b) ‘The concept of mitzvot is divisive within Judaism.’
Evaluate this view. [15]
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