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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 212 10.7 3.2 15 71.2 83.8
1B 213 10 3.4 15 66.6 84.2
2A 43 8.4 5.1 15 56.1 17
2B 43 7.7 3.7 15 51.6 17
3A 77 7.7 3.7 15 51.2 30.4
3B 75 9.7 3.7 15 64.4 29.6
4A 137 8.8 2.9 15 58.6 54.1
4B 135 8 3.3 15 53.5 53.4
5A 37 8.9 2.5 15 59.5 14.6
5B 37 8.5 3.7 15 56.8 14.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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5. (a) Examine the role of the Ramayana and Mahabharata in Hindu daily life.
 [AO1 15] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
Ramayana 
• Ramayana one of the two great Indian epics and offers lifestyle models to 


Hindus. 
• Rama the hero of the epic lived his whole life by the rules of dharma. 


Hindus regard him as a hero and teach their young people to ‘be as 
Rama’ or ‘be as Sita’. 


• Ramayana is widely used to show moral values and ethics. 
• It shows the ideal relationship between brothers. It also shows the duty of 


brothers standing up for each other in times of need. Lakshmana gave up 
all his status as a prince to voluntarily live with his brother in exile. 


• It is also used to show the importance of honouring a promise made. 
When Dasrath began to weaken on actually keeping his promise and 
pleaded with Rama not to leave, Rama reminded his father of the value of 
a promise given. 


• It is also used as a model of the ‘ideal son’ and deep love and devotion to 
parents. Rama states that he would not dishonour his father by breaking 
the promise he had made to kaikeyi. 


• It also teaches Hindus the values of life and the ways to uphold them. 
Characters in the Ramayana are role models in developing divine 
qualities – righteousness, purity, patience, devotion and forgiveness. 
 


Mahabharata 
• The longest epic in world literature. The Bhagavad Gita is a book within 


the Mahabharata and one of the most important characters is Krishna. It 
tells the story of the Great War between the Pandavas and the Kauravas. 


• It is widely used in the teaching of moral and ethical values. 
• The importance of dharma is a thread throughout the epic. Krishna warns 


Arjuna – ‘do your duty and do not think about its rewards.’ It warns against 
acting for selfish reasons on the basis of greed and desire. The good of 
others needs to be taken into account. 


• It reminds Hindus that they are social as well as moral beings. 
• It teaches support for family values and the importance of tradition. 
• It is also used to promote justice and fairness – Krishna was intent on the 


triumph of good over evil whatever the cost. 
• It also shows that blind pride and wrong actions have serious 


consequences. 
• It also shows Hindus how to achieve the four human goals of dharma, 


artha, kama and moksha. 
 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The Vedas are the most important Hindu texts.’  
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Many regard the Vedas as the most important since they are regarded as 


the oldest scriptures in the world.  
• It is believed they were revealed by God at the beginning of time for the 


benefit of humankind and are therefore inseparable from Brahman. This 
gives them divine authority and importance. 


• They embody the entire range of knowledge spanning the sacred and 
secular. Their truths are eternal and timeless. 


• They are shruti texts not of human origin and are still used today for ritual 
ceremonies and as a source of great wisdom and truth. 


• However the Upanishads also have a very special status because they 
explain the Vedas and reveal sacred truths in philosophical formulas. 
They are not products of human intelligence but the whisperings of God to 
man. 


• They are regarded as being as relevant and inspiring today as they were 
when they were first written. They are a mix of philosophy and practicality. 


• They teach that everything must be done out of love for God and this is 
what gives them their importance. 


• The great Hindu epics the Mahabharata and the Ramayana are smriti 
scriptures which means that the teachings are remembered rather than 
being directly revealed by a divine power. Some would argue that this 
diminishes their importance but others point out that they are well known 
by all Hindus.  


• They are of human origin and guide the daily conduct of individuals. They 
also list the codes and rules which govern the actions of Hindu 
communities. They are open and accessible to all regardless of social 
background and education. 


• Although the Bhagavad Gita is a section of the Mahabharata many 
Hindus give it a special status. It is the most famous and well known of all 
Hindu scriptures. Many believe it not only gives wisdom but very valuable 
practical advice for life. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised 
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Sticky Note

This introduction is of very little use as it does not focus on the specific demands of the question set.



 

Sticky Note

Unfortunately the answer does little more than describe what happens in the Ramayana. The knowledge and understanding is accurate, but it has not been used to address the demands of the question set. There is some attempt to refer to the teaching of the Ramayana.







 

Sticky Note

Again this is very descriptive with very little attempt made to link the answer to the question.



 

Sticky Note

The answer makes no reference to the Mahabharata and there is very little reference to daily life.The answer is given Band 2, 4 marks. The answer shows limited knowledge and understanding and is basic in terms of relevance. It clearly only addresses some of the demands of the question set and the evidence and examples referred to are not used to answer the question set.The answer could have attained a higher band by focusing on the demands of the question set and discussing both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The answer needs to show how the content of the epics are used in daily life.







 

Sticky Note

No introduction given. This answer would have benefited from having an introduction unpacking the question and therefore giving the answer direction.



 

Sticky Note

Argument presented is very basic and lacks support in terms of examples and evidence.



 

Sticky Note

This argument lacks coherence and reasoning.The answer is given Band 1,  3 marks. It is a very basic analysis and there is very little attempt to justify the views given with reasoning and evidence.The answer could have attained a higher band by focusing on the demands of the question set and supporting any arguments presented with specific evidence and examples.
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Sticky Note

A basic introduction which clearly shows that the candidate has knowledge and understanding of the concept of varna. However the definition of varna is limited and there could have been reference to the background of the concept. This would have given the answer clear focus and direction.



 

Sticky Note

This needs to be explained in greater detail as it is crucial to the demands of the question set.



 

Sticky Note

This is a very general overview of the roles of members of the different varnas - it needs to be more detailed so as to show the way varna affects the lives of Hindus.







 

Sticky Note

Although there is some relevance here it is not completely focused on the question set.



 

Sticky Note

A good conclusion which sums up the issue raised by the question.The answer is given Band 3, 8 marks. On the whole it is mainly accurate and shows relevant knowledge and understanding.  It addresses the main demands of the question set but is not detailed enough. The use of evidence and examples is satisfactory and a satisfactory standard of coherence and clarity is show.The answer could have attained a higher band by discussing in more detail the specific demands of each varna on the lives of Hindus.



 

Sticky Note

No introduction given. The answer would have benefited from having an introduction highlighting some of the issues that needed to be discussed. It would also have given the answer focus and direction. 



 

Sticky Note

This could be a relevant argument but the question demands that the focus is on Hinduism.



 

Sticky Note

As it stands there is little relevance here. The answer is discussing the relevance of Brahman rather than varna. It is lacking in clarity and coherence.



 

Sticky Note

Valid argument which is partially supported by reasoning but needs to be developed further.







 

Sticky Note

This is a very weak argument bordering on the irrelevant.The answer is given Band 2 - 5 marks. There is some valid analysis with some coherence and clarity. There is a basic attempt to justify the views given but they are only partially supported with reason and evidence.The answer could have attained a higher band by focusing more specifically on the demands of the questions that is the relevance of the varna system. Views must also be supported by clear reasoning and specific examples. 
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2019 MARK SCHEME 
 


Option E: An Introduction to the Study of Hinduism 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 
 
1. (a) Explain the concept of varna and different ways in which it affects the 


lives of Hindus. [AO1 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The word ‘varna’ literally means ‘kind’, although it is sometimes translated as 


‘colour’ and is sometimes referred to in English as ‘caste’. 
• The origin of the varna system can be traced to the Aryan invasion of India in the 


second millennium BCE. They devised a class system to organise the new 
society created by their arrival. Initially they created a system of three varnas, 
later expanded to include a fourth – the Shudra. 


• Hindus would also point to the religious origin of the varna system which is its 
divine justification. It is not a human hierarchy but a divinely ordained system. In 
the Rig Veda, the Purusha Sukta hymn refers to the sacrifice of a huge primaeval 
man or giant called Purusha from whom the four varnas came. 


• Every Hindu must follow general moral codes and each has duties according to 
his or her varna. This will affect the lives of those who belong to different varnas 
in different ways. 


• Those who belong to the Brahmin varna are the providers of education and 
spiritual leadership. Their duties include studying and teaching the Vedas; 
performing sacrifices and religious ceremonies and teaching others how to 
perform rituals; giving and accepting charity; offering guidance especially to those 
in the Kshatriya varna; providing medical care and advice free of charge; never 
accepting paid employment; developing ideal qualities – honesty, integrity, 
cleanliness, purity, knowledge and wisdom. 


• On the other hand, in comparison Kshatriyas are the protectors of society who 
are expected to display strength of body and character. They are also twice born. 
Their duties include – protecting citizens from harm, especially women, children, 
cows, brahmins and the elderly; ensuring that others perform their dharma and 
move on spiritually. 


• Different again are the Vaishyas who are the productive class. They are twice 
born which means that they accept the sacred thread as spiritual initiation and 
must perform certain rituals and rites of passage. Their duties include – protecting 
animals, especially cows and the land; creating wealth and prosperity; producing 
goods; trading ethically; paying taxes to the Kshatriya. 


• In comparison the Shudras are the workers and the only ones able to be 
employed by others. The other varnas must be self-employed and financially self-
sufficient. Their duties include – to render service to others; to take pride in their 
work and be loyal; to follow general moral principles and to marry which is the 
only compulsory rite of passage. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Varna is not relevant in today’s world.’  
  Evaluate this view with reference to Hinduism. [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• Many would argue that the concept is far more important in rural areas 


than in urban communities. This reflects the more conservative, traditional 
nature of rural communities. Rural communities view any change with 
suspicion and in these areas varna is as relevant today as it has always 
been.  


• Many Hindus believe that varnadharma is a divine law. Following this duty 
helps Hindus move forward on the path to liberation as it gains good 
karma and leads to improved status in the next life. They also believe that 
cosmic order depends on the principle of varnashramadharma and that 
stepping outside this principle would threaten order in creation. 


• Other Hindus believe that the caste system has practical benefits. It gives 
order and structure to society and within that context gives each person a 
sense of identity and of belonging to a well-defined group within society, 
which also gives them a purpose in life. 


• In urban communities there is a strange dualism between work and home. 
During the day a person may be unconcerned with varna as it is 
impractical to follow varna traditions, for example when using public 
transport. However at home with members of the family varna traditions 
can be important. 


• Some would argue further that the growth of individualism has resulted in 
the fading away of social distinctions and has therefore made the varna 
system largely redundant. 


• Varna is not compatible with the goal of equality in modern society. Some 
would argue that it is a system that disadvantages sections of society in 
favour of others. 


• Varna according to many is not politically or socially acceptable.  
• Many would argue that the varna system still has an important role in the 


major events of Hindu life like marriage and religious worship. 
• However in modern India relationships between different people and 


different varnas has certainly become more relaxed. 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option E – An Introduction to the Study of Hinduism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


 a) Explain the significance of belief in karma and reincarnation in achieving moksha.
[15]


b) ‘The next life is far more important than the present life.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Hinduism. [15]


0 4












 

Sticky Note

Purposeful introduction which gives the answer clear direction and focus.



 

Sticky Note

Candidate is clearly focusing on the question and has avoided the common pitfall of simply relating the story. The answer shows thorough knowledge of the Ramayana and uses the knowledge in the context of the question set.







 

Sticky Note

The answer discusses the use of the Ramayana with an excellent standard of coherence and clarity and excellent use is made of evidence and examples.



 

Sticky Note

Again there is thorough knowledge and understanding of the Mahabharata which is then clearly linked to the question set.



 

Sticky Note

The answer is given Band 5,  15 marks. It demonstrates thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge of both the Ramayana and Mahabharata. It clearly focuses on the question set and there is excellent use of specific evidence and examples.



 

Sticky Note

Answer addresses the question set without any introduction. An introduction is an opportunity to present some of the issues raised by the question set and to give the answer clear focus and direction.







 

Sticky Note

These are valid arguments and counter arguments which are supported by detailed reasoning and evidence. The strength and validity of the arguments themselves are evaluated in a coherent way.







 

Sticky Note

Valid arguments and counter-arguments presented clearly and supported by detailed evidence which presents a perceptive evaluation of the question set.



 

Sticky Note

Thoughtful conclusion which confidently sums up the issues discussed in the answer.The answer is given Band 5, 13 marks. It is a confident analysis of the issue presented with coherence and clarity. The arguments are valid and relevant and are supported by extensive and detailed reasoning and evidence. The answer thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set.
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option E – An Introduction to the Study of Hinduism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of 
and approaches to religion and belief.


 a) Examine the role of the Ramayana and Mahabharata in Hindu daily life. [15]


b) ‘The Vedas are the most important Hindu texts.’
Evaluate this view. [15]
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UNIT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option E – An Introduction to the Study of Hinduism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


 a) Explain the concept of varna and different ways in which it affects the lives of
Hindus. [15]


b) ‘Varna is not relevant in today’s world.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Hinduism. [15]
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