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GCE AS EDUQAS RELIGIOUS STUDIES : COMPONENT 1 - ISLAM

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1A 249 18.5 3.4 25 74.1 77.8

1B 244 17.3 3.9 25 69.2 76.3

2A 67 17 3.8 25 67.9 20.9

2B 67 17.6 3.7 25 70.2 20.9

3A 161 17 3.6 25 68 50.3

3B 160 17.4 3.8 25 69.4 50

4A 82 15.4 4.1 25 61.4 25.6

4B 77 16.9 4.2 25 67.8 24.1

5A 67 15.5 4.5 25 62 20.9

5B 65 15.3 5.2 25 61.4 20.3
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Sticky Note

A reasonable introduction followed by ways in which individual Muslims might give the Qur'an authority in their lives. This is a valid approach which makes for a satisfactory Band 3 at AO1. This could be improved with reference to more key terms and specialist knowledge from the specification including terms about Shariah - the Qur'an is the primary source, the word of Allah, which cannot be changed and other sources of guidance come after this. 







 

Sticky Note

Overall Band 3, 13 marks. Some aspects considered including the miracle of revelation to practical use for 'straight path' are good and show relevant use of sources of authority from where they are drawn, making this a satisfactory response. Opportunity for further development for Band 4 includes reference to shariah and specific ways in which the Qur'an is interpreted in the light of hadith, and where necessary Ijma and Qiyas - aspects not covered here . 







 

Sticky Note

The opening clearly understands the statement and engages with it, 'its own time'. Relevant factors are mentioned. It could be improved by explaining or linking them as the argument jumps from one God to inequality - this could be improved by unpacking what is meant a bit more.



 

Sticky Note

A reasonable and valid argument here which understands the Qur'ans timeless authority for Muslims. A more developed answer might question how the Qur'an is used and understood as an authority in modern times when addressing modern issues, and consider in so doing different points of view. 







 

Sticky Note

There is potential here for a good answer, but because the points made so far finish -as if mid way through - the answer achieves Band 3, 13 marks.. The argument so far is satisfactory, but there is insufficient - or it is insufficiently developed to achieved Band 4 - nevertheless the quality has the potential to achieve higher if further aspects were introduced. 
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Sticky Note

A succinct opening paragraph which gives a correct, Arabic translation of 'masjid' in definition - showing expertise, and introducing the topic from a historical perspective. It could possibly be slightly extended to point towards a diversity of roles within each category (within social, within religious etc)



 

Sticky Note

With regards to religious functions expertise is shown here by referring to relevant traditions which are mentioned with detail and accuracy, satisfying the Band 5 descriptor for extensive and accurate knowledge. Whilst there are always further points that could be made, this response is already demonstrating very strong use of evidence and examples.







 

Sticky Note

Technical language is used and explained with accuracy including Madrassah, Muzzein, Azaan, Masjid and so on. This is also evidence of breadth of knowledge. The functions are not just described, but explained: willingness to learn... unify... linking education to a social role. 



 

Sticky Note

Rites of passage and social roles are mentioned here. Other social roles with examples of charitable campaigns, open days and so on might be mentioned, but at the same time it should be remembered there is not one way to answer this question. Given the overall quality of this answer it is evidence of a strong Band 5. Further evidence of Muhammad's use of the masjid might be mentioned, such as a centre for peace, and how this might be done nowadays, is another way in which this answer might be further developed, but it is not essential to do this to achieve full marks. Band 5 25 marks.



 

Sticky Note

A short introduction which suggests the main argument will be to disagree with the statement, but partly recaps functions which have already been covered in part (a). This could therefore be improved by focusing more directly on the statement for discussion for part (b) . There are different ways of doing this. One way might be to try to unpack the statement and suggest why some might see differences between the first mosques and mosques nowadays.







 

Sticky Note

A strong paragraph which explains the similarity in function for Salah with accurate use of specialist language and focus on the time aspect of the statement shown in words such as 'continuously' and 'still'. 







 

Sticky Note

The range of factors discussed in these paragraphs show  evidence of thoroughness, and are handled confidently and critically- these are features of a strong Band 5 response. There are other aspects which could be mentioned, such as functions in a modern state and multi-faith context, but it is not essential to cover everything to achieve the highest band. This response shows high quality and precise argument which is worthy of a  Band 5,  25 marks.
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Component 1 
 


Option B: An Introduction to Islam 
 


Mark Scheme 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 
1. (a) Outline different religious and social roles of masjids (mosques) for 


Muslims. [AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The mosque or masjid is the place of worship for Muslims. It may be 


defined as a place of prostration, where Muslims perform their five daily 
prayers including prostration. It serves as a centre for organised worship. 


• For men, it is believed that the mosque is a centre where they should pray 
if they are able, and prayer in congregation will gain them more reward. 
The mosque enables sermons to be delivered on a Friday, teaching 
Muslims about their faith. 


• For children, the mosque may be a centre where they can learn their 
prayers and others go on to learn the art of beautiful recitation of the 
Qur’an. Larger mosques may contain libraries and Madrassah facilities for 
learning about Islam. 


• Some mosques make provision for women whereas others do not. For 
some, there are women’s areas where women may learn about, teach 
and take an active role in the leadership of mosques. Other mosques 
teach the tradition is that women usually read their prayers at home. 


• Mosques may serve as centres for Muslims to find guidance for family 
matters, advice on Islam and organise marriage and divorce certification. 
In the UK, some Muslims turn to mosques for help with family matters 
under Shariah law. Other Muslims feel they will be better handled by 
secular authorities. 


• Mosques may share food in Ramadan with the Iftar meal at the end of the 
days fasting. Some even have a café where Muslims can socialise. Many 
elderly look to their local mosque to maintain their cultural traditions and 
maintain social contact with their friends.  


• Mosques in the UK may have different roles to reflect their sectarian 
tradition. All provide worship. For Sunni Muslims, prayer is held five times 
a day, led by the most pious person. For Shia this is normally on three 
occasions per day, led by an Imam from the Prophet’s family line and 
whose guidance is given unquestionable authority. Shia mosques provide 
special services for Muharram and Sufis for Zikr/Dhikr, to provide for 
those worshippers who wish to. 


• Sunni mosques may organise the Zakat payment. Shia mosques organise 
Khums, which is also a charitable payment and can be used to help the 
mosque. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The masjid (mosque) today has little in common with the first masjid in 
Madinah.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• Muhammad’s masjid (mosque) was set up in Madinah was a place of 


peace where meetings and consultations took place. The call to prayer 
was given from this mosque and the five daily prayers established. 


• Mosques today also give the call to prayer and are a centre for the five 
daily prayers. In the UK, they are not palm-shaded courtyards; and reflect 
different cultural traditions introduced by Muslims who have migrated to 
the UK from different parts of the world. 


• The first mosque in Madinah was a place of debate; a place linked to 
government and a centre for the community. Armies were sent out from 
the mosque on occasion and medical treatment took place for soldiers 
who needed it, in the first mosque. 


• Many of these political functions have lapsed but the mosque today is still 
the centre of the Muslim community. Charities may launch campaigns 
from mosques to raise money for medical treatment. There is more focus 
on memorization and recitation although there may be some discussion of 
the Qur’an. 


• Muhammad led his mosque and the law of the day was integral to its 
function. Today Imams lead mosques and law is usually restricted to 
family-based aspects of shari’a law. 


• It could be argued that there is no such thing as the masjid (mosque) 
today: mosques are quite different according to which Islamic sect they 
were founded in, but there were no sectarian divisions in the time of 
Muhammad. 


• Some mosques today contain libraries, madrassah schools and even 
training seminaries. These functions go further than Muhammad’s 
mosque.  


• It might be argued that some mosques promote traditional interpretations 
of the practices of the Prophet and try to follow literally his example 
including following his words in their Arabic sermons and his dress and 
manners in the leadership and congregations of the mosque. 


• Other mosques might translate sermons into English and accept local 
cultural dress traditions or in some cases, the leadership of women. It 
might be argued this is in keeping with the principles of women’s equality 
promoted at the time of the Prophet or it could be argued that this is not 
supported by the Sunnah. There are different opinions about this. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

The first paragraph mentions that the Qur'an is "the words of Allah" and gives general, factual information about the Qur'an. More could be done here to focus on the question - why is it an authority? For example, it could be explained that Allah is the One God and ultimate, unquestionable source of knowledge in Islam. More could also be done to explain why it is regarded as unquestionably the words of Allah.  



 

Sticky Note

This paragraph continues in the same style. The knowledge is generally accurate and shows some breadth, a characteristic of Band 3, but could be improved with more focus on the word "authority" and less actual description of how the Qur'an is used, which is not the main focus of this question. By selecting more relevant information about authority this could raise the mark to Band 4. As it is, this is a low Band 3, 11 marks - with a satisfactory but undeveloped conclusion about authority in the paragraph below. 







 

Sticky Note

The answer is a short, basic response to the question at band 1. It makes the basic point that the Qur'an is still used, but little else. Even at a basic level, the response could move up to band 2 by adding an awareness of differing views or giving a little more detail about the opinion given. But because this response only really makes a basic point it is given a band 1 mark at 5 marks for AO2. 
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COMPONENT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option B – An Introduction to Islam


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B
Answer one question from this section.


Either,


3. (a) Explain	the	importance	of	the	Qur’an	as	a	source	of	authority	for	Muslims. [25]


(b) ‘The	Qur’an	was	a	message	for	its	own	time.’
Evaluate this view with reference to Islam. [25]
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Section B 
 


 
3. (a) Explain the importance of the Qur’an as a source of authority for 


Muslims. [AO1 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The Qur’an is regarded as the directly revealed word of Allah. It is the first 


source of authority for Muslims. Nothing can surpass the wisdom of Allah 
whose words are revealed in the Qur’an. Muslims believe these were sent 
down to Muhammad through Angel Jibrael and collected first under Caliph 
Abu Bakr, then completed under Uthman, during whose time a single 
authoritative version was agreed. 


• The Hadith, the sayings of Prophet Muhammad, are also seen as a 
primary source of guidance for Muslims. Unlike the Qur’an, the Hadith 
were collected later and verified through complex means of identification. 
However, some scholars, such as Saeed, stress the link between 
message, messenger and context of the time. 


• In everyday life, many Muslims use the Qur’an for guidance and recite it 
when saying special personal prayers for guidance, at times in life such 
as when facing a difficult personal situation. The Qur’an is used at formal 
events, such as a wedding, where its authority helps to make it a special 
religious occasion.  


• The Qur’an is the first source to derive shari’a law teachings, because 
Muslims believe the word of Allah cannot be contradicted or surpassed by 
the intelligence of any human being. Where the Qur’an does not provide 
guidance Muslims still look to the Qur’an to find comparable teachings 
which might be applied. 


• The Qur’an itself refers to allegorical and literal verses. Therefore the 
wisdom of the Qur’an may be understood both as clear instructions and 
as mystical parables from which inner meanings can be derived.  


• Muslim scholars use the Qur’an to derive judgements together with the 
hadith and by their agreement. Some Muslims believe they can personally 
connect with the Qur’an as a source of authority and make their own 
interpretations in the light of their understanding of what the companions 
of the Prophet did. Others believe the authority of the Qur’an is properly 
communicated by virtue of the wisdom of the Imams, who for Shi’a 
Muslims must be from the line of the Prophet’s family. 


• Some candidates might refer to the Mutazilah, who regarded the Qur’an 
as human not divine. Some might mention Qur’anist Muslims who 
consider the Qur’an alone as a source of wisdom and guidance and reject 
the validity of the Hadith.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The Qur’an was a message for its own time.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view with reference to Islam.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• Prophet Muhammad received the Qur’an between 610 and 633CE. 


Whenever he faced difficult circumstances, such as how to preach to the 
Makkans, or when to engage in battle, Allah sent him messages which 
became collected and later written down in the Qur’an.  


• Different circumstances brought the need for revelations. In the Qur’an it 
constantly refers to people abandoning the monotheistic practices of 
Ibrahim. Allah would not have needed to send down another revelation 
had it not been that people had gone astray. The people of Arabia at the 
time needed this message. 


• It might be argued that each nation, people or community might speak a 
different language and need a Prophet or messenger who knows that and 
can communicate effectively with them. The Qur’an was written in the 
Arabic of seventh century Arabia and Muslims believe that as God’s word, 
the original Arabic must be used. Few people understand this today. 


• Many new issues have arisen since Muhammad’s time. Technology, 
global travel, genetic engineering: all of these either were not around or 
have changed out of recognition since the time of the Qur’an. So it could 
be argued that the Qur’an was for its own time, not now. 


• However, Muslims still recite the Qur’an in the original Arabic today. The 
Qur’an is the first source of Shariah which is used to guide Muslims in 
their daily lives. Even if not all modern problems are addressed, Muslims 
believe that the Qur’an contains beliefs that apply for all time. 


• The prohibition of idolatry, the belief in the oneness of God, and belief in 
Judgement in the Afterlife, apply today just as much as in the time of the 
Qur’ans revelation. Some Muslims might argue that the Qur’an is more 
relevant today, because Muslims do not have any Prophet alive to guide 
them.  


• Some argue some of the details of the Qur’an were for its own time and 
can be re-interpreted with other sources and bearing in mind a person’s 
individual conscience, creating a revised message for a person’s own 
time.  


• It could be argued that the Qur’an was with Allah and existed for all time 
and was revealed in part to various messengers, so the Qur’ans own time 
is all time.  


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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COMPONENT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option B – An Introduction to Islam


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A
Answer one question from this section.


Either,


1. (a) Outline different religious and social roles of masjids (mosques) for Muslims. [25]


(b) ‘Masjids today have little in common with the first masjid in Madinah.’
Evaluate this view. [25]
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